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Mr. Leonardo Cotte
Wall Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses NJ , Inc.

11 Hampton Court
Neptune, NJ 07753

Re: Tree Removal Permit Application
Jehovah’s Witnesses
Block 5112, Lot 8
Neptune Township, Monmouth County, NJ
Our File: NTPB 23-10

Dear Mr. Cotte:

Our office has reviewed your revised application for a tree removal permit, dated July 27,
2023. The following documents have been reviewed:

1. Submitted Documents

o Site Plan for Lot 8, Block 5112, 11 Hampton Court, consisting of one (1)
sheet prepared by Leslie A. Walker, III, P.E. of Meridian Engineering
Group, Inc., dated July 24, 2023, with no revisions.

The Applicant indicates a total of 1 tree to be removed including:

0 trees per acre greater than 6” up to 12 diameter at breast height
1 tree per acre greater than 12" up to 18” diameter at breast height
0 treegreater than 18- up to 24” diameter at breast height; and

0 trees greater than 24" diameter at breast height.

fees Due

APPLICATION FEE

Application fee is $15 per tree up to a maximum of $600 per acre. Based on the number
of living trees to be removed, the application fee is determined to be $15.00, (payable to
Neptune Township).

1 tree x $15.00 = $15.00

PHONE (732) 922-9229 FAX (732) 922-0044
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TREE REPLACEMENT FEE

Tree replacement fee is calculated using Table 5:11 in the Neptune Township Ordinance
#10-04. Based on the replacement value for each tree to be removed, according to sizes
indicated, the tree replacement value calculation for this project is determined to be
$660.00 with a total of 3 trees at 2" to 2 4" to replace with the loss of one (1) tree.

TREE REPLACEMENT

Total .
Size Replac?ment Required Tree Cost per Unit Total Cost
Required R Unit Cost Replacement
eplacement
12" to 18" 3 for 1 3x1=3 1 $660.00 x 1 § 660.00
Trees ? 3 TOTAL $ 660.00

Credit may be provided in accordance with Ordinance 10-04 Section 12.3.7.g.4.

The Applicant has submitted the following landscaping:

Galloway Nursery $629.00
Total Obligation $660.00
Total Cost of Landscaping  $629.00
Final Obligation $ 31.00

Therefore. the net amount due (by the Applicant) in order to satisfyv the Applicant’s
tree replacement obligation is $31.00.

The submitted Tree Removal Permit Application is hereby APPROVED pending Final

Zoning Board approval and posting of tree application fee, ($15.00) and tree replacement
obligation fee $31.00.

Should you have any questions or require additional information, please do not hesitate to

contact me.

Very truly yours,

LEON S. AVAKIAN, INC

Matthew Mariano
Interim Township Conservation Officer

MM/mcs

Kristie Dickert, Administrative Officer

Jennifer Beahm, P.P.. Planning Board Planner
Mark Kitrick, Esq., Board Attomey

Leslie A. Walker. III, P.E.. Applicant’s Engineer

NT/PBi23/23-10e
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As per the Township of Neptune Land Development Ordinance, Section 525 “Tree Removal anW'DEPAF{WENT

a) No person shall remove or destroy or cause to be or allow to be removed or destroy€d any tree without
first obtaining a Tree Removal Permit. Tree Removal Permits shall be issued by the Land Use
Department or designee. A permit is required for the removal of all trees of four (4) caliper or larger.

b) Existing single family residential property shall be exempt from the requirements of this Ordinance,
provided that said homeowner is clearing one acre or less of area.

PLEASE NOTE: Three (3) copies of an accurate plan for trees to be preserved and/or removed (as
per ordinance requirements) must be submitted, or the application will be returned, unprocessed.

Please print clearly:
1. PROPERTY FOR WHICH TREE REMOVAL PERMIT IS SOUGHT:

Street Address: 11 Hampton Court Block: 5112 Lot: 8
2. APPLICANT INFORMATION:

Name: Wall Congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses, NJ, Inc. phone: _

Address: 11 Hampton Court City/State/Zip: Neptune, NJ 07753

email: I

3. OWNER INFORMATION:

Name: Same Phone:

Address: City/State/Zip:

Email:

4 PRESENT APPROVED ZONING USE OF THE PROPERTY: Residential

PROPOSED APPROVED ZONING USE OF THE PROPERTY: Residential

5. CRITERIA FOR TREE REMOVAL (check one):

O The tree is located in a parcel for which preliminary or final subdivision approval has been obtained, and it
unreasonably restricts the economic enjoyment of the property and cannot be relocated on the site because
of its age, type or size.

B The tree is dead, diseased, injured, in danger of falling, interferes with existing utility service, creates an unsafe
condition, or conflicts with any other ordinances or regulations..

6. NUMBER OF TREES TO BE REMOVED (Caliper — measured 4 feet above ground):.

Greater than 6” & up to 12"

1 Greater than 12" & up to 18"
Greater than 18" & up to 24"
Greater than 24"

TREE REMOVAL APPLICATION (Revised January 2020) Page 1 of 2



7. Has the above premises been the subject of any prior application to the Zoning Board of Adjustment
or Planning Board?

® YES Date: 6/8/81 & 1/5/36 Board: O Planning 8 Zoning Resolution #; Passed
Q NO

8. PERSON PREPARING TREE REMOVAL/PRESERVATION AND LANDSCAPING PLANS:
Name: Leslie A. Walker, Ili, PE Profession: Professional Engineer
Company: Meridian Engineering Group, Inc. Phone: (732) 205-8288
Address: 1199 Amboy Avenue, Suite 1D City/State/Zip: Edison, NJ 08837

Email: les@meridianegi.com

Applicant certifies that all statements made and information provided as part of this application are true to the best of his knowledge,
information and belief. Owner/Applicant authorizes permission for the Conservation Officer or Designee of the Township of Neptune
to enter property for purposes of inspection.
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Wall c?ntgr'é'gcéhréégf gﬁ&ah%ﬁl\ﬁmesses, NJ, Inc. Wall Congree‘g:’a'ti\)or? ‘of Jehova g&\f‘ltne%ses, NJ, Inc.
OWNER NAM lease PRINT APPLICANT NA
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OWNER SIGNATURE :

P Oﬁ]a&)as ﬁh\aé-!'aﬁs

DATE DATE

Escrow fee ($500.00) shall be paid upon submission of application to the Township of Neptune Land Use Department; fees are
to be made payable to Township of Neptune. Tree Replacement fee will be calculated upon inspection by the Township of
Neptune Conservation Officer.

( FOR OFFICE USE ONLY }

ESCROW FEE: $500.00 for review in accordance with fee schedule APPLICATION FEE: $ per 12-3.8

Date Received: Date Received:
Q Cash 0 Check # Q Cash Q Check #

REPLACEMENT TREE CALCULATION FEE: $ per 12-3.7g
Date Received:
Q Cash 3 Check #

COMMENTS:

Richard Picatagi, Conservation Officer Date

TREE REMOVAL APPLICATION (Revised January 2020) Page 2 of 2



ORDINANCE #10-04

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING SECTION 525 OF THE LAND DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE
ENTITLED "TREE REMOVAL AND TREE CUTTING" AND ADOPTING ORDINANCE UNDER
THE NEPTUNE TOWNSHIP CODE CHAPTER Xil ENTITLED “PROPERTY MAINTENANCE"

BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of Neptune of the
County of Monmouth in the State of New Jersey that Section 525 of the Land Development
Ordinance entitled “Tree Removal and Tree Cutling” shall be repealed and Chapter X! entitied
“Property Maintenance” under the Neptune Township Code shall be amended to provide for
Section 12 - 3 entitied “Tree Removal and Tree Cutting” as follows:

WHEREAS, the Township of Neptune may make, amend, repeal and enforce
such ordinances, regulations, rules and by-laws not contrary to the laws of the State of
New Jersey or the United States as it may deem necessary and proper for the good
government, order and protection of persons and property and for the preservation,
public health, safety and welfare of the Township of Neptune and its inhabitants and as
may be deemed necessary to carry into effect the powers and duties conferred and
imposed by the laws of Neptune Township in the County of Monmouth, State of New
Jersey, pursuant to its police powers under N.J.S.A. 40:48-2; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Neptune considered a
Tree Removal and Tree Cutting Ordinance as not appropriate under the Land
Development Ordinance but rather under its Township Code of Ordinances, for general
enforcement under its police powers.

NOW THEREFORE BE [T ORDAINED AND ENACTED that the Township
Committee of the Township of Neptune, County of Monmouth, in the State of New
Jersey, that Section 525 of the Land Development Ordinance entitled “Tree Removal
and Tree Cutting” shall hereby be repealed and the Neptune Township Code under
Chapter Xl| entitled “Property Maintenance” shall be amended to provide for Section 12
— 3 entitled “Tree Removal and Tree Cutting” and shall provide as follows:

§12-3 — Tree Removal and Tree Cutting
12-3.1 Purpose. Indiscriminate, uncontrolied, and excessive destruction, as well

as the removal and cutting of trees on lots and tracts of land within the
Township, may cause:

a. Increased drainage control cost,

b. Increased soil erosion and sedimentation;

¢. Decreased fertility of the soil;

d. Degradation of water resources;

e. Decreased groundwater-recharge;



12-3.2

12-3.3

Increased buildup of atmospheric carbon;
The establishment of a heat island effect;
Increased dust and pollution;

The singular or cumulative effect of any of the foregoing could adversely
impact the character of the Township, decrease property values, render
the land unfit and unsuitable for its most appropriate use and negatively
affect the health, safety and the general welfare of the inhabitants of the
Township. The Township desires to regulate and control indiscriminate
and excessive cutting of trees within the Township. The Township strives
to preserve the maximum possible number of trees in the course of
development of a site as well as protect larger, older specimens of trees.
Additionally, the Township seeks to encourage innovative design and
grading, promote the preservation of existing trees and provide a plan for
replacement of trees. It is recognized that there is a strong relationship
between the integrity of the Township’s water resources, development on
steep slopes, tree removal, soil disturbance, stormwater management
and the general use of the land resources. Therefore, the Township finds
that the appropriate management of these resources is an important
health, safety and general welfare concern.

Trees are declared to be an important cultural, ecological, scenic and
economic resource. Proper management of this resource will ensure its
maintenance and result in economic returns. A management program is
intended to meet the objectives of preserving, protecting, enhancing and
maintaining trees and providing opportunities for the continued use of
forest resources and are compatible with the maintenance of the
environment. This will be accomplished by ensuring management of
forest and trees through the application of sound management practices.

Establishment of Conservation Officer. There shall be appointed and
designated, an official whose formal title shall be that of Conservation
Officer or Designee of the Township of Neptune. This official shall be
charged with the inspection of sites upon which there is an application for
site plan approval or for subdivision approval in regard to the provisions of
this Section, and with the inspection and enforcement of the tree removal
and protection requirements of this Ordinance.

Cutting or removal restricted. Subject to the exemptions set forth, no
person shall cut or remove, or cause to be cut or removed, any tree with a
diameter at point of measurement (DPM) of four (4) inches or greater
upon any lands within the Township, unless the cutting or removal is
accomplished in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance.

12-3.4 Tree removal.

a.

Permit required.



(2)

No person shall remove or destroy or cause to be or allow to be
removed or destroyed any tree without first obtaining a tree
removal permit. Tree removal permits shall be issued by the
Zoning Officer or designee after appropriate inspection by the
Conservation Officer. A permit is required for the removal of all
trees of four (4) inch caliper or larger.

Existing single family residential property shall be exempt from the
requirements of this Ordinance, provided that said homeowner is
clearing one acre or less of area.

. Permit application. Application for a permit shall be made to the Zoning
Officer and shall contain the following information:

1
(2)

®)

(6)

(7)

The name and address of the applicant.

The name and address of the owner of the property from which
the tree(s) are to be removed.

Location on the property of the tree(s) to be removed, indicated on
a plan as follows:

The plan shall indicate all tree(s) to be removed, specifically by an
assigned number, and the caliper of each tree.

The plan shall indicate all tree(s) to remain, specifically by an
assigned number.

The plan shall indicate a limit of disturbance line (i.e., where the
four foot high standard wood snow fence will be erected if required
by the Conservation Officer).

For any clearing greater than (3) three acres, a representative five
(5%) percent of the wooded areas proposed to be cleared shall be
inventoried. The representative 5% shall be determined by
agreement between the Conservation Officer and the applicant.
Where less than (3) three acres is proposed to be cleared, all
trees to be removed shall be inventoried.

All trees greater than twenty (20) inches in caliper or any
specimen trees (i.e. any unique or remarkable tree or species) to
be removed shall be indicated on the plan. All reasonable efforts
shall be made to preserve such trees, including but not limited to,
if feasible, relocation of infrastructure, roadways, and buildings.
Removal of such trees shall require the specific written approval of
the Conservation Officer.

Any other information which may reasonably be required to enable
the application to be properly evaluated.



12-3.5 Inspection required. The Conservation Officer or designee shall inspect

the trees which are the subject of the application, the drainage incidental
thereto, other physical conditions existing on the property, and the impact
upon adjacent properties.

12-3.6 Zoning permit requirements. Where an application is made in connection

with the construction of a building or other jand use improvement, no
zoning permit shall be issued until the tree removal permit has been
granted, or an exemption granted.

12-3.7 Replacement iree reguirements.

a.

Existing residential property. If the application is on behalf of an existing
homeowners association and it is disclosed that the total number of trees
to be removed or destroyed on the property or open space areain
guestion, which are the subject of the application, is ten (10) or less, the
permit shall be issued without replacement trees required. Within a one
year period, permits may be used for removal of no more than ten (10)
trees on the same property without replacement trees being required.
Any tree removal occurring where a homeowners association exists must
obtain formal approval by the ruling body of the association prior to
obtaining a tree removal permit.

New residential development.

(1) If the application is for a new residential development
(subdivisions or site plans), up to fifty (50%) percent of the trees
may be removed for the sole purpose of clearing for the building
envelope, driveways and yard space for said building lots only
without replacement trees required.

(2) For new residential development where tree removal is to accur
within public or private roadways or right-of-ways, drainage
facilities, parking areas or proposed open space, all trees are not
subject to replacement in accordance with this Ordinance.

Agricultural operations. Agricultural operations are exempt from
replacement requirements providing the property in question is farmed for
2 minimum of five (5) years after the date of clearing. An application must
be submitted prior to clearing. If the property is developed for any other
use before the five (5) years expire, the replacement obligation shall be
enforced according to the new use of the property.

Nonresidential development. All commercial and industrial developments
are required to replace all trees removed in accordance with this
Ordinance.

Sparse land/major subdivisions and site plans. In regard to major
subdivisions and site plans, lots with tree cover less than thirty percent
(30%) shall be required to planta minimum of 1.5 trees per 10,000
square feet or less of open field. The owner/applicant shall have a



qualified professional calculate the total required trees to be distributed in
accordance with a landscape plan of the entire project, which shall be
approved by the Conservation Officer.

f. Tree escrow fund established. Tree Escrow Fund shall be established by
the Township to promote environmental enhancement programs such as
tree planting, tree preservation, park development, landscaping and/or
other related projects on or within municipality owned properties or
facilities. A separate trust account shall be established for this purpose
under the supervision of the Township Treasurer. Appropriations from
the Tree Escrow Fund shall be authorized by the Mayor and Township
Committee and shall be used for a municipal purpose pursuant to the
recommendations of the Zoning Officer, the Conservation Officer, the
Township Planner and/or the Shade Tree Commission.

g. Replacement tree value calculations.
(1) The replacement value of all trees o be removed where

replacement trees are required by this Ordinance shall be
calculated as follows:

TABLE 5.11: REPLACEMENT TREE CALCULATIONS

Replacement Trees

|
Trees to be Number | Caliper Dollar
Removed: Caliper Amount
Greater than 6” & up 1 2-2-1/2” $240.00
to 12”
Greater than 12” & up 3 2-2-1/2" $660.00
to 18” .
|
Greater than 18" & up 6 3 $2,440.00
to 247
Greater than 24” 8 3” $3,680.00

(2) Dead and diseased trees are not counted as trees to be replaced.

(3) The applicant will receive a one and one-half for one replacement



credit should stands of eight (8) or more trees greater than 4
inches in
caliper be preserved within tree removal areas.

(4)  All replacement trees shall be planted onsite unless one or more of
the

following conditions exist (A) The site in question cannot
physically accommodate the total replacement amount of trees.
The applicant shall contribute an amount equal to the calculated
monetary value of the removed trees minus the value of the
proposed landscaping to the Township Tree Escrow Funds, as
required herein; (B) Due to unique site conditions, the
Conservation Officer and applicant agree in writing that the
applicant shall make payment to the Township Tree Escrow Fund
based upon the above chart.

h. Trees replaced according to the foregoing calculations shall not be
construed to satisfy other strest tree and landscaping quantity
requirements contained elsewhere in this Chapter.

12.3.8 Fees. Upon application for a tree removal permit, the applicant shall be
charged the following fees:

a. For new resident building lots: fifteen ($15.00) dollars per tree up
to a maximum of three hundred ($300.00) dollars per lot.

b. For all other properties: fifteen ($15.00) dollars per tree up to a
maximum of six hundred ($600.00) dollars for each acre.

12-3.9 Time Limit. All tree removal permits shall be limited to one (1) year from
the date of issuance. If the approved tree removal has not occurred within
one (1) year, a new permit must be applied for and is subject to the
payment of new fees.

12-3.10 Criteria for tree removal. The Conservation Officer may approve the
removal of 2 tree if any of the following criteria apply:

a. The tree is located in a parcel for which preliminary or final
subdivision approval has been obtained, and it unreasonably
restricts the economic enjoyment of the property and cannot be
relocated on the site because of its age, type or size.

b. The tree is dead, diseased, injured, in danger of falling, interferes
with existing utility service, created an unsafe condition, or
conflicts with any other ordinances or regulations.

419-3.11 Enforcement. The requirements of this Ordinance shall be enforced by
the Conservation Officer, who shall inspect or require adequate inspection
of all sites upon which there is an application for site plan or subdivision,
all applicable tree removal or destruction and soil removal incidental
thereto, and for compliance with other pertinent conditions of approval



BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this ordinance shall take effect upon advertisement
and final adoption in accordance with the law.

APPROVED ON FIRST READING: February 8, 2010
APPROVED, PASSED AND ADOPTED: March 8, 2010
ATTEST:

Richard J. Cuttrell, Mary Beth Jahn,
Municipal Clerk Mayor



Memo from the Neptune Township Planning Board
From the desk of Kristie Dickert

Administrative Officer

732-897-4162 ext. 204

KDickert@neptunetownship.org
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Please review the enclosed:

¢ Tree Removal Permit Application
o Site Improvements Plan (1 sheet) dated July 24, 2023

Should you require additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.





