NEPTUNE TOWNSHIP RENT LEVELING BOARD
Minutes – November 15, 2013 
Gene Anthony, Township Attorney called the meeting to order at 7:00pm and requested the Secretary call the roll.  The following members were present:  Fred Porter, James W. Manning, Jr. and Constance Holmes. Morrel Massicot arrived at 6:08 pm; Absent:  Charles Woolfolk.
Ms. Holmes stated adequate notice of this meeting as required by P.L. Chapter 231 has been provided by notice in the Coaster on October 24, 2013, which was posted on the bulletin board of the Municipal Complex and filing a said notice with the Municipal Clerk.

Ms. Holmes announced that the Consumer Price Index [September’s Index was 258.504, a 1.6% increase over the past 12 months].
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Manning offered a motion, seconded by Mr. Porter to approve the minutes of the meeting held on October 17, 2013.  All were in favor.  Mr. Massicot was not present to vote.
NEW BUSINESS
The Board reviewed the appeal of the landlord for Winding Ridge.  Mr. Anthony reported

he did not feel they filed within the time frame allowed and a hearing date must now be set.  He recommended combining the hearing with their first meeting in January.

Mr. Manning requested an explanation of the process for an appeal, in which Mr. Anthony explained.  Everyone was in agreement to have the hearing in January.


The Board and Mr. Anthony discussed their availability to attend the meetings.  Mr. Anthony read the resolution to have the Reorganization meeting on January 2, 2014 at 6pm
Mr. Porter offered the following resolution, moved and seconded by Mr. Manning, that it be adopted:

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING DATE FOR THE REORGANIZATION OF 

THE  NEPTUNE TOWNSHIP RENT LEVELING BOARD (RESOLUTION ATTACHED 

HERETO)

The resolution was adopted on the following vote:  Manning, aye; Massicot, aye; Porter, aye; Holmes, aye.
OLD BUSINESS
Mr. Anthony informed the Board that at the last meeting they approved the protective tenant approvals and denials but it must now be formalized.  

Mr. Manning offered the following resolution, moved and seconded by Ms. Holmes, that it be adopted:


RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPROVAL/DENIAL OF SENIOR CITIZENS/


DISABLED PERSONS PROTECTION BY THE NEPTUNE TOWNSHIP RENT



LEVELING BOARD (RESOLUTION ATTACHED HERETO)


The resolution was adopted on the following vote:  Manning, aye; Massicot, aye; Porter, aye; Holmes, aye but abstained to her own name.
Mr. Anthony stated Kiasha Carson was denied but has since submitted documentation stating that her son is disabled.  He stated even though she has been denied she is still eligible for comparable housing and he would discuss it later on.
Ms. Holmes questioned when would letters be sent out for comparable housing.

Ms. Howard stated she sent  the T9 forms to the residents who submitted applications and were denied protection.   Mr. Anthony stated we had to figure out a way to send the forms to everyone.

Review of Conditional Approvals
Mr. Anthony made his recommendations and the Board voted on the following conditional approvals as it related to the Winding Ridge Apartment conversion:

Gloria Burnett

45 Winding Ridge Drive
Age Applicant
Mr. Manning offered a motion to approve as the previous conditions have been satisfied, moved and seconded by Ms. Holmes.  All were in favor.
Larry Burke


 86 Winding Ridge Drive
Disability Applicant

Mr. Anthony stated that the Veteran’s Affairs stated that Mr. Burke was 30% disabled and he did not think that he was disabled enough.  He stated he did not get sufficient evidence from Mr. Burke and unless he can get a medical report indicating that he is more than 30% disabled he felt it could be challenged successfully.


Mr. Manning offered a motion to allow Mr. Burke an additional 30 days to provide additional documentation pertaining to his disability, moved and seconded by Mr. Porter.  All were in favor.



Thelma Davis

24 Winding Ridge  Ave
Age Applicant
Mr. Porter, offered a motion to approve as the previous conditions have been satisfied, moved and seconded by Mr. Manning.  All were in favor.



Gertrude Edgerton

54 Winding Ridge Drive
Age Applicant


Mr. Manning, offered a motion to approve as the previous conditions have been satisfied, moved and seconded by Ms. Holmes.  All were in favor.

Jean Shephard

14 Winding Ridge Drive
Age Applicant


Ms. Holmes offered a motion to approve as the previous conditions have been satisfied, moved and seconded by Mr. Porter.  All were in favor.



Sharon Ellzey

23 Winding Ridge Drive
Age Applicant
Mr. Anthony stated Ms. Ellzey failed to provide income verification for 2012 and therefore he recommended she be denied.

Mr. Manning offered a motion to deny as the applicant did not provide verification of income, moved and seconded by Ms. Holmes.  All were in favor.


Mr. Anthony stated he was holding on to the application of Kim Alston because her approval is based on the conversion recording.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Carol Morgan, 44 Winding Ridge Drive, Vice President of the Tenant Association questioned when must the forms for comparable housing be filed.

Mr. Anthony stated it must be filed within 18 months of the three year period.  He stated after three years you have no protection.


Mr. Bishop questioned when did the clock start for comparable housing.


Mr. Anthony stated it starts once they receive the application for conversion.


Mr. Bishop questioned who makes the decision to challenge disabilities.

Mr. Anthony stated this Board would.


Mr. Bishop reported that the Township Committee has decided to include the duties of the Rent Leveling Board Attorney with that of the Township Attorney.


Barbara Thompson requested the Board reconsider the denial of Ms. Sharon Ellzey as she is sickly and doesn’t check her mail.


Mr. Anthony stated he did not know what to say about that.

Karen Barksdale, 2 Winding Ridge Road, questioned whose decision was it ultimately if an appeal was awarded.


Mr. Anthony stated it would be the Boards, then they could appeal to the courts.


Janet Henehan, 43 Winding Ridge Drive, questioned whether Winding Ridge would have to be made to comply with the conditions that come along with finding comparable housing for the residents.

Mr. Anthony stated if they did not they would be subject to the law.


Ms. Henehan questioned whether individual units could be purchased and would they also be brought up to code.


Mr. Anthony stated all units must be brought up to code before being sold.


Tamica Smith, 25 Winding Ridge Drive, questioned the appeal process and asked whether they would need more information.

Mr. Anthony stated he did not know where they were going with that and he was confident in the ones that the Board has already approved.


Irvin Day, 38 Winding Ridge Drive, addressed the Board and spoke on behalf of Sharon Ellzey.    He stated she was real sick and he was asking for leniency for her.  He stated that both he and the other residents would try and get her 2012 income verification.

Mr. Anthony stated he could tell the Board what the rules were but it may be opened for an appeal.

Mr. Bishop questioned whether it could be extended for 30 days, the same as Mr. Burkes.

Mr. Manning offered a motion to allow Ms. Ellzey an additional 30 days to provide income verification, moved and seconded by Ms. Holmes.  All were in favor.

Mr. Anthony reported that Kiasha Carson called him stating that her son was disabled.  He informed her that medical paperwork was necessary to prove his disability.  She submitted paperwork but it was not from the doctor nor did it mention the percentage of disability.
Mr. Manning offered a motion that the denial stand, moved and seconded by Mr. Porter.  All were in favor.


Ms. Holmes offered a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:45pm, moved and seconded by Mr. Porter.  All were in favor.








Pamela D. Howard







      Secretary
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