Neptune Township Office of Emergency Management announces that it is welcoming
interested residents to join the Community Emergency Response Team (C.E.R.T.).
What is C.E.R.T.? The Community Emergency
Response Team concept was developed and
implemented by the Los Angeles City Fire Department
(LAFD) in 1985. The Whittier Narrows earthquake in
1987 underscored the area-wide threat of a major
disaster in California. Further, it confirmed the need for
training civilians to meet their immediate needs. As a
result, the LAFD created the Disaster Preparedness
Division with the purpose of training citizens and
private and government employees.
Interested in joining? Volunteers will be required to fill out an application and successfully pass
a background check. Once complete, new members must attend the basic C.E.R.T. training
class. This program will educate members about disaster preparedness for hazards that may
impact their area and trains them in basic disaster response skills, such as fire safety, light
search and rescue, team organization, and disaster medical operations. Using the training
learned in the classroom and during exercises, C.E.R.T. members can assist others in their
neighborhood or workplace following an event when professional responders are not immediately
available to help. C.E.R.T. members also are encouraged to support emergency response
agencies by taking a more active role in emergency preparedness projects in their community.
C.E.R.T. MEMBER RESPONSIBILITIES
Assisting your Neighbors during Emergencies
Supporting Emergency Responders
Assist with Community Events
Working at Shelter Sites
Emergency Notifications
And More!

A welcome meeting, orientation and training
classes are expected to begin in the Fall 2014.
C.E.R.T. is about readiness, people helping
people, rescuer safety, and doing the greatest
good for the greatest number. C.E.R.T. is a
positive and realistic approach to emergency
and disaster situations where citizens will be
initially on their own and their actions can make
a difference.
For additional information and for an application
please contact srowe@neptunetownship.org or
call (732) 988-5200 x 242.
Applications are due by September 30, 2014.
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