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HURRICANE SANDY SMALL BUSINESS RECOVERY AND MATCHMAKING

by John Shoraka, SBA Official

On October 29, 2012, Hurricane Sandy made landfall resulting in major flooding, extensive structural
damage, and significant loss of life. Thousands of individuals were displaced, millions lost power, and
business ecosystems were disrupted throughout the region. In fact, small businesses continue to face a
number of challenges as they seek to rebuild their companies.

In December of 2012, an Executive Order signed by President Obama established the Hurricane Sandy
Rebuilding Task Force to coordinate federal, state and local resources to identify opportunities for
achieving rebuilding success, and to support economic vitality, among other objectives. The U.S. Small
Business Administration (SBA) is a key member of the Task Force, whose programs play a significant
role in the long-term economic recovery of the region through support for businesses in need of
counseling, financing and other resources. SBA approved more than $2.3 billion in disaster loans to
35,900 residents and businesses in states affected by Hurricane Sandy — making it the third largest
natural disaster in U.S. history for the agency. SBA’s Resource Partners are also supporting Hurricane
Sandy small business recovery, laying a foundation for economic recovery and resiliency, thanks to
expanded services funded by $19 million in grants. In addition, accessing commercial and federal
contracting opportunities are critical in these rebuilding efforts.

That’s why the SBA and the Hurricane Sandy Rebuilding Task Force are teaming up to host the
Hurricane Sandy Small Business Recovery and Matchmaking Summit on Wednesday, August 7th—the
first event of its kind in the region since the disaster —to educate and connect small businesses to
commercial buyers from the private sector and federal, state and local governments. The goal is simple:
help small businesses in the region to get back on their feet and to compete for opportunities in the
region. Here are the details. We hope to see you there.

WHAT:  Hurricane Sandy Small Business Recovery and Matchmaking

WHERE: New Jersey Institute of Technology, Campus Center
150 Bleeker Street, University Heights Newark, New Jersey 07102

WHEN:  Wednesday, August 7
Registration & Resource Expo begin at noon, Program begins at 1PM

For More Information and to RSVP: https://nj.mybusinessmatches.com/
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http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/sandyrebuilding
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/sandyrebuilding
http://www.sba.gov/category/navigation-structure/starting-managing-business/managing-business/running-business/emergency-preparedness-and-disaster-
http://www.sba.gov/category/navigation-structure/starting-managing-business/managing-business/running-business/emergency-preparedness-and-disaster-
http://www.sba.gov/about-sba-services/7367/568071
http://www.sba.gov/leaving-sba-dot-gov?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnj.mybusinessmatches.com%2F
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FEMA's mission is to support our citizens and first responders to ensure that as a nation we work
together to build, sustain, and improve our capability to prepare for, protect against, respond to,
recover from, and mitigate all hazards.

Follow FEMA online at www.fema.gov/blog, www.twitter.com/fema, www.facebook.com/fema,
and www.youtube.com/fema. Also, follow Administrator Craig Fugate's activities at
www.twitter.com/craigatfema.

The social media links provided are for reference only. FEMA does not endorse any non-government
websites, companies or applications.
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