NEPTUNE TOWNSHIP RENT LEVELING BOARD - AGENDA DECEMBER 2, 2021-6pm

Ruth Johnson calls the meeting to order and requests the Secretary to call the roll:

ROLL CALL:

Ruth Johnson James Manning, Jr. Naomi Riley
William Whitley Stephen Lella

Alt. #l Jeff Klein Alt. | Wendel Thomas

Flag Satute

Chairperson Johnson announces that the notice requirements of R.S. 10:4-18 have been satisfied by the
publication of the required advertisement in The Coaster, posting the notice on the Board in the Municipal
Complex, and filing a copy of the said notice with the Municipal Clerk.

Consumer Price Index: October’s price index was 296.472 area prices up 0.3 percent over the month
and up 4.3 percent over the year.

Action ltems

Approval of Minutes for November 4, 2021

Offered by: Seconded by:

Vote:

Johnson : Manning ; Riley - Whitley _____; Lella ;
Alt. | Klein - Alt. Il Thomas :

Resolution{s) -NONE

DISCUSSION ITEMS:

Correspondence from Gene Anthony Township Attorney

A 21-2 Jamie Cowling vs Gerald Profita Property Management Co. McNeely Property Management

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

ADJOURNMENT (Time):

Offered by: Seconded by.

Vote:

Johnson __. : Manning : Riley . Whitley . Lella :
Alt, 1 Klein - Alt. 1l Thomas ;
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Consumer Price Index, New York-Newark-Jersey City — October 2021
Area prices up 0.3 percent over the month and 4.3 percent over the year

Prices in the New York-Newark-Jersey City area, as measured by the Consumer Price Index for Alf Urban Consumers {CPI-U},
increased ©.3 percent in Octaber after increasing 0.5 percent in September, the U.5, Bureau of Labor Statistics reported
today, Chief Regional Economist Martin Kohli attributed the increase to higher prices for energy, foad, and other items, (Data
in this report are not seasonally adjusted, Accordingly, month-to-menth changes may reflect seasonal infiuences.)

Over the year, the CPI-U advanced 4.3 percent, (See chart 1 and fable A,) The index for all items less food and energy
increased 2.8 percent over the year. Energy prices jumped 27.2 percent, driven by an increase in the price of gasoline, Food
prices rose 5.5 percent. {See fable 1))

Chart 1. Over-the-year percent change in CPl.U, New York-Newark-Jersey City, NY-
NJ-PA, October 2018-October 2021
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View Chart D
Food

Food prices rose 0.5 percent in Qctober. Prices far food away from home rose 0.7 percent, Prices for food at home increased 0,3 percent, with four of the six grocery
categories recording Increases. Higher prices for meats, poultry, fish, and eqgs {2.4 percent) were partiafly offset by lower prices for fruits and vegetables (-2.2 pe

From Cctober 2020 to October 2021, food prices rose 5.5 percent. Prices for food away from home Increased 6.2 percent, whi

percent,

Energy

The energy Index rose 2.2 parcent over the manth, with a 4.1-percent advance in prices for gasoline. Househald energy rose 6.7 percent, including a 4.0-percent increase

in natural gas prices and a 3.9-percent decrease In electricity prices.

Energy prices climbed 27.2 percent over tie year, largely due to a 49.5-percent jump in gascline prices, the largest over-the-year increase in gasofine prices since January
naturat gas prices jurped 21.7 percent,
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2010, Househeld energy prices advanced 14,4 percent, the largest 12-month increase In over 13 yaars, Within household energy,

and electricity prices increased 5.7 percent.

All items less food and energy

The index for alt items Jess food and energy increased 0,2 percent in October. Higher prices for new and used vehicles {2.3 percent} and recreation (8.1
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le prices for food at home advanced 1.9

partially offset by lower prices for sheiter {-0.2 percent), household furnishings and operations {-1.4 percent), and apparel (-1.3 percent).

Over the year, the index for all items less food and energy rose 2.8 percent. Higher prices for new and used motor vehicles (14.8 percent) included increases in used
and trucks (27.2 percent) and new vehicles (14.4 percent). Prices for shelter rose 1.4 percent, Including a 1.5-percent increase in owners’ equivalent rent and a 0.2-

percent rise in residential rent.

Table A. New York-Newark-Jersey City, NY-NJ-PA, CPI-U 1-month and 12-menth percent changes, all items index, not seasonally

adjusted
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(1) Indexes on a December 1977=100 base,
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(3} Indexes on a December 1997=100 base.
{4) Special index based on a substantially smaller sample.
{5) Indexes on a December 1993=100 base.
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NEPTUNE TOWNSHIP RENT LEVELING BOARD

Minutes — November 4, 2021

Mrs. Johnson, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm and requested the Secretary
to call the roll. The following members were present. Ruth Johnson, Naomi Riley, and Alternate #1 Jeff
Klein. Absent: James Manning, William Whitley and Alternate #2 Wendel Thomas.

Mrs. Johnson stated adequate notice of this meeting as required by P.L. Chapter 231 has been
provided by notice in the Coaster, which was posted on the bulletin board of the Municipal Complex and
filing a said notice with the Municipal Clerk.

Mrs. Johnson announced that the Consumer Price Index [September’s price index was 295.488
area prices up 0.5 percent over the month and up 3.8 percent over the year.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES — October 14, 2021

Mrs. Riley offered a motion to approve the minutes, moved and seconded by Mr. Klein all were in favor.

RESOLUTIONS - NONE

DISCUSSION ITEMS

Continuation Hearing — 21-2 Jamie Cowling vs Gerald Profita Property Management Co. McNeely
Property Management. Present were Ms. Cowling, and on behalf of the landlord Francine Simonson,
Barbara Elmer and Michael Mirne, Esq.

Mr. Anthony went over the exhibits from the last meeting and they were:

P1 — Text Notification on bed bugs

P2 - ltemization List

P3 - Bill pest

P4 — Bill pest cost due to bed bug

P5 — Bilis invoices expenses

PG — Letter of 8/4/2020 — certified mail and email on 8/9/2020
P7 — Pictures dealing with lead on window seal

P8 — Picture of front door

P9 — Vacuum & Mattress outside

Mr. Mirne cross examined Ms. Cowling and asked whether she let the person from Precise Exterminator
Service enter her building.

Ms. Cowling stated he sprayed in the kitchen and that's it. He was already treating a unit across the hall
from hers and it wasn't working so the bugs were traveling to her unit.

Mr. Mirne stated she throughout furniture and questioned whether it was at the recommendation of the
exterminator.

Ms. Cowling stated she personally did not want to sleep on the mattress.




Mr. Mirne questioned what was her evidence of bugs.

Mr. Anthony stated she had pictures of bites as exhibits.

Mr. Mirne questioned the results of her bioodwork for lead.

Ms. Cowling stated it was not elevated.

Mr. Mirne questioned the air conditioner leaking on the window seal and if she hired T3 in the fall of 2020.
Ms. Cowling stated it was August 2020.

Mr. Mirne questioned whether T3 found anything.

Ms. Cowling stated T3 was hired because the previous company was not effective.

Mr. Mirne questioned whether she received a letter on August g™ regarding a complaint on July 26,
Exhibit D1 August 8, 2020 letter from landlord cettified.

Mr. Mirne stated she refused the landlord's person.
She stated she hired a company because the landiord's company was not effective.

Mr. Mirne presented Exhibit D2 August 12, 2020 letter from Michael Mirne address to Ms. Cowling
indicating he represented the tandlord.

Mr. Mirne again stated she never aliowed them to come in.
Ms. Cowling stated she recommended T3 to come in.

Mr. Mirne presented Exhibit D3 — letter dated August 11, 2020 in which he stated she was ordered to
cease based on disorderly conduct and for not having a clean apartment.

Ms. Cowling stated she never received it.

Mr. Mirne questioned whether she signed the lease for the apartment.

Ms. Cowling stated yes she did.

Mr. Mirne presented a copy of the lease dated March 6, 2018 ~ Exhibit D4.

Mr. Mirne asked Ms. Cowling to read he area pertaining to access to apartment.

Mrs. Cowling read it and stated she never denied the landlord access to the apartment.
Mr. Mirne red the area pertaining to the cleanliness of the apartment.

Mr. Mirne stated it took a while for the Landlord to fix the stove. And the landlord’s agent went on
November 20, 2020 fo make repairs




Ms. Cowling stated the stove was replaced.

Mr. Anthony questioned how many times was someone in her apartment to repair the stove.
Ms. Cowling stated three times.

Mr. Anthony asked if she refused anyone to fix it.

Ms. Cowling stated no she did not, but she only warned the electrician of the bedbugs.

Mr. Mirne questioned the peeling of lead.

Ms. Cowling stated it was detected in three windows and the bedroom.

Mr. Mirne presented Exhibit D5 which was a picture of the window seal. He asked if the air conditioner
caused the pealing.

Ms. Cowling stated no it was where the plastic was.

Mr. Mirne stated he had no more questions for Ms. Cowling. He callead Barber Elmer, the property
manager and requested a time line of the bedbugs. He questioned where there other units with bed
bugs.

Ms. Eimer stated Ms. Cowling's united was actively being treated.

Mrs. Johnson questioned how many units had bed bugs.

Ms. Elmer stated 3 out of the 6 units had bed bugs, then it became 4 out of 6.

Mr. Anthony questioned when was she notified by others.

Ms. Elmer stated July 2020.

Mr. Klein questioned how did tenants if there is a bedbug problem.

Ms. Elmer stated she was told to treat the situation as they would in a hotel.

Mr. Klein asked if they had a policy in place which would allow them to be proactive.
Ms. Elmer stated no because they did not want mass hysteria.

Mr. Kiein asked whether she had anything to say about what they sprayed.

Ms. Elmer presented Exhibit D7 dated August 7 which showed a bill of units A,C,E being exterminated for
bedbugs. She showed what he sprayed for in March. She showed the invoice and quarterly report.

Mr. Mirne stated in March 2020 other units were exterminated.
Ms. Elmer stated yes.

Mr. Mirne there weren't anymore spraying until July 2020.




Ms. Elmer stated that was correct.

Mr. Klein questioned what day did T3 come in.

Ms. Elmer stated it was mid-August.

Mr. Mirne questioned whether she ever saw bedbugs on Ms. Cowlings clothing.

Ms. Elmer stated no.

Mr. Mirne presented Exhibit D8 a receipt dated July 8, 2020 - payment for spraying roaches.
Mr. Mirne questioned whether she tried to replace the sfove.

Ms. Eimer stated in August 2020 but she wasn't allowing anyone to come in, She refused access to the
apartment.

Mr. Mirne asked if she knew why the paint peelead & shifted.

Ms. Elmer stated when she went into the apartment. The window that was the worse was the one that
had the air conditioning unit.

Mr. Anthony questioned how often does the iandlord paint the apartment.

Ms. Elmer stated on an as needed basis.

Mr. Anthony stated it should be painted every five years according to State Statute.

Mrs. Johnson questioned whether the apariment has been inspected for lead.

Ms. Elmer stated it was inspected a year before Ms. Cowling moved in and it was minimal.
Mr. Anthony guestioned when was the last time it was tested,

Ms. Elmer stated after Ms. Cowling complained.

Mr. Klein questioned whether the Township inspected every unit and was there a recommendation o
paint.

Ms. Elmer stated no and in 2008 there was no lead hazard.

Mr. Mirne questioned whether the window seal was away from the wall.
Ms. Elmer stated she really could not say.

Mr. Mirne questioned when Ms. Cowling moved in was there a c/o.

Ms. Eimer confirmed that it was.

Mr. Anthony questioned the fire exit issue and whether it was up to code.




Ms. Eimer stated there was nothing about the fire escape and there is a yearly inspection and again
stated there wasn’'t an issue with the fire escape.

Mr. Anthony questioned whether they've ever received a violation from Code.
Ms. Elmer stated she did not remember.

Mrs. Riley questioned how would the tenant exit the apartment if there was a fire.
Ms. Elmer stated the fire escape.

Mr. Mirne provided copies of the C/I' and mercantile license.

Ms. Cowling questioned why she wasn't notified of bedbugs in the building.
Francine Simonson was called for her testimony.

Mr. Mirne questioned the first time she received a complaint from Ms. Cowling.

Ms. Simonson stated it was the 29t of July 2020. She stated Ms. Cowling said she wasn’t going to leta
black guy in her apartment while she was home alone.

Mr. Mirne questioned whether the premises was exterminated after her own person.
Ms. Simonson stated the owner told them to do what they had to do.

Mr. Mirne questioned whether all rent was paid now.

Mr. Anthony stated that was irrelevant.

There were no more questions and no cross from the Board.

Ms. Cowling asked Ms. Simonson if she had a record of her call.

Mr. Mirne stated on August 11, 2020 his client emailed him stating Ms. Cowling didn't want them to treat
her apartment because he was black and not licensed..

Ms. Clowling stated she lived at this address for four years and has been a good tenant and neighbor and
they've never really fixed the problems and to say she was racist was disgusting.

Mr. Anthony questioned whether she made those comments and she stated absolutely not.

Mr. Mirne stated as soon as his clients received the complaint they acted on it and Ms. Cowlings story
keeps changing and problems could have been remedied if she did not deny access. He stated she
claims she was out of the unit for months but was there whenever there was an inspector. He stated he
did not think she was entitled to anything and she has been flip flopping.




PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

None

Mrs. Johnson offered a motion, moved and seconded by Mr. Klein to adjourn the meeting. All were in
favor. The next meeting will be held on Thursday, December 2, 2021 at 6pm.

Pamela D. Howard Secretary




